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REPEATER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Application Nos. 61/493,007, filed on Jun. 3, 2011 and No.
61/503,864, filed on Jul. 1, 2011, in the United States Patent
and Trademark Office, and Korean Patent Application No.
10-2011-0107233, filed on Oct. 19, 2011, in the Korean Intel-
lectual Property Office, the disclosures of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Apparatuses and methods consistent with exemplary
embodiments relate to a repeater, and more particularly, to a
repeater which transmits and receives a broadcast signal
between a gateway apparatus and a client device.

2. Description of the Related Art

With the development of wireless communication technol-
ogy, a repeater has been frequently used to extend a transmis-
sion distance between transmitting and receiving systems. As
the transmission distance increases between the transmitting
and receiving systems, a signal transmitted from the trans-
mitting system becomes weaker. Therefore, the repeater
amplifies the signal received from the transmitting system
and transmits the amplified signal to the receiving system.

A related art repeater uses the same channel to transmit a
signal to transmitting and receiving systems. However, if the
related art repeater uses the same channel, a data transmission
rate is reduced to half.

Accordingly, a method of extending a transmission dis-
tance of data and uniformly maintaining a transmission rate
of the data is required.

SUMMARY

One or more exemplary embodiments may overcome the
above disadvantages and other disadvantages not described
above. However, it is understood that one or more exemplary
embodiment are not required to overcome the disadvantages
described above, and may not overcome any of the problems
described above.

One or more exemplary embodiments provide a repeater
which uses channels within different frequency bands and
filters the different frequency bands to remove system noise.

According to an aspect of an exemplary embodiment, there
is provided a repeater including: a first interface unit which is
configured to be connected to a gateway apparatus via a Wi-Fi
communication protocol; and a second interface unit which is
configured to be connected to a client device via to the Wi-Fi
communication protocol, wherein at least one of the first and
second interface units includes a filter which filters different
frequency bands.

The different frequency bands may be in an Industrial,
Scientific and Medical (ISM) frequency band.

The different frequency bands may include a frequency
band higher than a dynamic frequency selection (DFS) fre-
quency band and a frequency band lower than the DFS fre-
quency band.

The different frequency bands may include a lower fre-
quency band corresponding to the first interface unit and an
upper frequency band corresponding to the second interface
unit, wherein the lower and upper frequency bands respec-
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2

tively include channels of the DFS frequency band and chan-
nels of a non-DFS frequency band.

The first and second interface units may respectively com-
municate with the gateway apparatus and the client device via
the different frequency bands.

The different frequency bands may respectively be in an
Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) frequency band
higher than a DFS frequency band defined within a frequency
band of 5 GHz and an ISM frequency band lower than the
DEFS frequency band.

The filter may include at least one band-pass filter (BPF)
which filters the different frequency bands.

Each of the first and second interface units may further
include at least one antenna which has a resonant frequency
tuned to the different frequency bands.

The different frequency bands may respectively be in an
Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) frequency band
higher than a DFS frequency band defined within a frequency
band of 5 GHz and an ISM frequency band lower than the
DFS frequency band; and the at least one antenna is a ceramic
antenna having a Q value greater than a preset Q value.

The repeater may further include a shield which ground-
shields the first and second interface units.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodiment,
there is provided a repeater including: first and second inter-
face units which are respectively configured to communicate
with a gateway apparatus and a client device via channels
within a particular frequency band which is defined according
to a Wi-Fi communication protocol; a signal detector which is
configured to detect a frequency usage state of the particular
frequency band; and a controller wherein, if the frequency
usage state of the particular frequency band detected by the
signal detector indicates that the particular frequency band is
being used, the controller controls at least one of the first and
second interface units to use channels of a different frequency
band, which is different from the particular frequency band.

The signal detector may be configured to detect a fre-
quency usage state of the different frequency band; and if the
signal detector detects a signal which uses a frequency within
the different frequency band, the controller may control the
first and second interface units to use a frequency band of the
signal.

Channels of the different frequency band may use a first
frequency band, which is spaced apart from a second fre-
quency band, which is used by channels of the particular
frequency band.

The particular frequency band may be in an Industrial,
Scientific and Medical (ISM) frequency band within a fre-
quency band of 5 GHz defined according to the Wi-Fi com-
munication protocol; and the different frequency band is in a
dynamic frequency selection (DFS) frequency band within a
frequency band of 5 GHz defined according to the Wi-Fi
communication protocol.

Each of the first and second interface units includes at least
one band-pass filter (BPF) which filters the particular fre-
quency band and the different frequency band.

Each of the first and second interface units includes at least
one antenna which has a resonant frequency tuned to channels
of'the particular frequency band and channels of the different
frequency band.

The repeater may further include a shield which ground-
shields the first and second interface units.

According to an aspect of an exemplary embodiment, there
is provided a method of controlling a repeater which commu-
nicates with a gateway apparatus via a first Wi-Fi connection,
and which communicates with at least one client device via a
second Wi-Fi connection, the method including: receiving a
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broadcast signal from the gateway apparatus, wherein the
broadcast signal is received over a preset frequency band via
the first Wi-Fi connection; and transmitting the received
broadcast signal to a client device from among the at least one
client device over a frequency band, which is different from
the present frequency band, via the second Wi-Fi connection.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

The above and/or other aspects will be more apparent by
describing in detail exemplary embodiments, with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG.1is a view illustrating a home network system accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating characteristics of filters
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating characteristics of antennas
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
gateway apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a view illustrating a method of transmitting a
broadcast signal from a gateway apparatus to a client device
through a repeater according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a table illustrating channels used for wireless
communications in an Industrial, Scientific and Medical
(ISM) frequency band according to an exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating an adjacent channel interfer-
ence occurring if two repeaters using different channels are
used;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed structure
of a repeater according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 13 shows tables illustrating channels used for wireless
communications in an ISM frequency band and a DFS fre-
quency band according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a graph illustrating a method of excluding an
adjacent channel interference according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a view schematically illustrating a method of
transmitting a broadcast signal among a gateway apparatus, a
repeater, and a client device according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 16 is a view schematically illustrating a method of
transmitting a broadcast signal among a gateway apparatus, a
repeater and a client device according to another exemplary
embodiment; and

FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating a method of relaying a
broadcast signal between a gateway apparatus and a client
device according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments will be described in
greater detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
In the following description, the same reference numerals
are used for the same elements when they are depicted in
different drawings. The matters defined in the description,
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such as detailed construction and elements, are provided to
assist in a comprehensive understanding of the exemplary
embodiments. Thus, exemplary embodiments may be carried
out without those specifically defined matters. Also, functions
or elements known in the related art may not be described in
detail herein, as such description would obscure the exem-
plary embodiments with unnecessary detail.

FIG.1isaviewillustrating a home network system accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment. Referring to FIG. 1, a
broadcasting transmitting system 1000 according to the
present exemplary embodiment includes a gateway apparatus
100, a repeater 200, and client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3,
300-4, 300-5, and 300-6.

The gateway apparatus 100 transmits various types of sig-
nals provided from an external device to the repeater 200 and
the client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3, 300-4, 300-5, and
300-6 which are installed in a home.

In more detail, the gateway apparatus 100 may receive a
digital cable broadcast signal (hereinafter referred to as a
“broadcast signal”) from an external device through a cable
(not shown) via Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (QAM)
and a data signal via Ethernet.

The gateway apparatus 100 may also transmit the broad-
cast signal to the repeater 200, which is connected according
to a Wi-Fi communication protocol, by using a preset fre-
quency band. Also, the gateway apparatus 100 may transmit
the broadcast signal to the client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3,
300-4, 300-5, and 300-6, which are connected according to
the Wi-Fi communication protocol, by using the preset fre-
quency band.

Here, the preset frequency band may be included in a
frequency band higher than a Dynamic Frequency Selection
(DFS) frequency band which is defined according to the
Wi-Fi communication protocol. Also, the preset frequency
band may be included in a frequency band lower than the DFS
frequency band which is defined according to the Wi-Fi com-
munication protocol.

In more detail, the gateway apparatus 100 may transmit the
broadcast signal to the repeater 200 and the client devices
300-1, 300-2, 300-3, 300-4, 300-5, and 300-6 by using an
Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) frequency band
which is defined according to the Wi-Fi communication pro-
tocol. For this purpose, the gateway apparatus 100 may
include a Wi-Fi communication module.

Here, the ISM frequency band refers to a frequency band
which is established by the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC), i.e., a frequency band of 2 GHz or 5 GHz
among low power frequency bands between 902 MHz and
928 MHz, between 2.4 GHz and 2.4835 GHz, and between
5.15 GHz and 5.825 GHz which may be used by anyone
without permission. Also, the DFS frequency band may refer
to a frequency band between 5.225 GHz and 5.715 GHz
whichis included in the ISM frequency band, i.e., a frequency
band which is used in applications such as military radar,
weather radar, radio navigation radar, satellite radar, etc.

In particular, the gateway apparatus 100 according to the
present exemplary embodiment may use a frequency band of
5 GHz among the ISM frequency bands. Also, the gateway
apparatus 100 may transmit the broadcast signal by using an
ISM frequency band higher than a DFS frequency band
within the frequency band of 5 GHz or an ISM frequency
band lower than the DFS frequency band.

The gateway apparatus 100 may transmit the broadcast
signal and the data signal to the repeater 200 and the client
devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3, 300-4, 300-5, and 300-6 by
using the cable. For this purpose, the gateway apparatus 100
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may include an interface such as S-Video, component, com-
posite, D-Sub, High Definition Multimedia Interface
(HDMI), or the like.

The client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3, 300-4, 300-5, and
300-6 receive the broadcast signal or the data signal from the
gateway apparatus 100 or the repeater 200 to perform func-
tions respectively corresponding to the client devices 300-1,
300-2, 300-3, 300-4, 300-5, and 300-6.

For example, if the client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3, and
300-4 are digital televisions (TVs), the client devices 300-1,
300-2, 300-3, and 300-4 perform signal processing with
respect to an image signal and an audio signal included in the
broadcast signal received from the gateway apparatus 100 or
the repeater 200 and provides the signal-processed image and
audio signals to a user. Here, the client devices 300-1, 300-2,
300-3, and 300-4 may receive the broadcast signal from the
gateway apparatus 100 or the repeater 200 in a wired or
wireless way.

As another example, if the client devices 300-5 and 300-6
are mobile terminals or notebook computers, the client
devices 300-5 and 300-6 may perform data communications
with the gateway apparatus 100 or the repeater 200 by using
the Wi-Fi communication protocol or the cable.

In the above-described embodiment, the client devices
300-1,300-2,300-3,300-4,300-5, and 300-6 are digital TV,
mobile terminals, or notebook computers, but this is only an
exemplary embodiment. In other words, the client devices
300-1,300-2, 300-3, 300-4, 300-5, and 300-6 may be display
apparatuses such as desktop devices, portable multimedia
players (PMPs), or the like.

The client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3, 300-4, 300-5, and
300-6 are to receive the broadcast signal to a fixed transmis-
sion rate (e.g., between 20 Mbps and 30 Mbps) in order to
provide seamless digital broadcasting to the user.

However, when the broadcast signal is transmitted from the
gateway apparatus 100 to the client devices 300-1, 300-2,
300-4, 300-5, and 300-6 wirelessly (e.g., via Wi-Fi), itmay be
difficult to secure the fixed transmission rate due to an
obstacle such as a wall, which may be installed between the
client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-4, 300-5, 300-6 and the
gateway apparatus 100.

Therefore, the repeater 200 amplifies and transmits the
broadcast signal received from the gateway apparatus 100 in
order to extend a transmission rate and a transmission dis-
tance of the broadcasting signal. In other words, the client
device 300-1, which is positioned in an area in which the
transmission rate of the broadcast signal received from the
gateway apparatus 100 is lower than 20 Mbps (or 30 Mbps),
e.g., a shadow area, may amplify and transmit the broadcast-
ing signal.

In this case, the repeater 200 may transmit the broadcast
signal to the client device 300-1 by using a frequency band
different from a preset frequency band.

Here, the preset frequency band may refer to a frequency
band which is used between the gateway apparatus 100 and
the repeater 200.

Therefore, if the preset frequency band is included in an
ISM frequency band higher than a DFS frequency band which
is defined according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol,
other frequency bands may be included in an ISM frequency
band lower than the DFS frequency band. Also, if the preset
frequency band is included in an ISM frequency band that is
lower than the DFS frequency band which is defined accord-
ing to the Wi-Fi communication protocol, other frequency
bands may be included in an ISM frequency band that is
higher than the DFS frequency band.
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In other words, if the gateway apparatus 100 transmits the
broadcast signal to the repeater 200 by using an IMS fre-
quency band higher than a DFS frequency band within a
frequency band of 5 GHz, the repeater 200 may transmit the
broadcast signal to the client device 300-1 by using an ISM
frequency band lower than the DFS frequency band. Also, if
the gateway apparatus 100 transmits the broadcast signal to
the repeater 200 by using an ISM frequency band that is lower
than the DFS frequency band within the frequency band of 5
GHz, the repeater 200 may transmit the broadcast signal to
the client device 300-1 by using an ISM frequency band that
is higher than the DFS frequency band.

Thus, the repeater 200 may transmit the broadcast signal to
the client device 300-1 using a frequency band that is different
from a frequency band used between the gateway apparatus
100 and the repeater 200, and may thereby reduce adjacent
channel interference.

For this purpose, the repeater 200 may include a station
(STA) which receives the broadcast signal from the gateway
apparatus 100 and an access point (AP) which transmits the
broadcast signal received from the gateway apparatus 100 to
the client device 300-1.

Also, as described above, the repeater 200 may differently
operate a first Wi-Fi channel connected to the gateway appa-
ratus 100 (i.e., a channel between the gateway apparatus 100
and the STA), and a second Wi-Fi channel connected to the
client device 300-1 (i.e., a channel between the client device
300 and the AP).

In the above-described exemplary embodiment, one client
device receives a broadcast signal through a repeater, but this
is only an example. Therefore, a plurality of client devices
may receive a broadcast signal through a repeater.

As shown in FIG. 1, the broadcasting transmitting and
receiving system 1000 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment may further include a wired terminal 400.

The wired terminal 400 may transmit and receive a voice
signal with an external device by using a telephone line.

As described above, according to the present inventive
concept, a broadcast signal or a data signal received from an
external device is transmitted using a Wi-Fi communication
protocol. Therefore, a user may be provided with a seamless
digital broadcasting service in a desired place without install-
ing an additional cable in the user’s home.

Also, a repeater relays a broadcast signal between a gate-
way apparatus and a display apparatus by using channels in
different frequency bands, thereby preventing a performance
deterioration caused by channel interference.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater 200 according to an exemplary embodiment. Refer-
ring to FIG. 2, the repeater 200 includes a first interface unit
210 and a second interface unit 220. The term “unit” as used
herein means a hardware component, such as a processor or
circuit, and/or a software component that is executed by a
hardware component such as a processor.

The first interface unit 210 is connected to a gateway appa-
ratus, according to a Wi-Fi communication protocol, to
receive a broadcast signal from the gateway apparatus.

The second interface unit 220 is connected to a client
device, also according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol,
to transmit the broadcast signal to the client device.

For this purpose, the first and second interface units 210
and 220 may be respectively realized as Wi-Fi communica-
tion modules.

The first and second interface units 210 and 220 may use
different frequency bands.

Here, the different frequency bands may include a lower
frequency band corresponding to the first interface unit 210
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and an upper frequency band corresponding to the second
interface unit 220. The lower and upper frequency bands may
be spaced apart from each other by the preset number of
channels or by a preset frequency band. That is, the different
frequency bands may be spaced apart from each other by the
preset number of channels, or by a preset frequency band, in
order to reduce inter-channel interference occurring between
the first and second interface units 210 and 220.

In detail, the different frequency bands respectively used
by the first and second interface units 210 and 220 are
included in an ISM frequency band. In particular, the different
frequency bands may include a frequency band that is higher
than a DFS frequency band, and a frequency band that is
lower than the DFS frequency band.

The different frequency bands may be included in an ISM
frequency band within a frequency band of 5 GHz, which is
defined according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol. The
different frequency bands may be included in an ISM fre-
quency band thatis higher than a DFS frequency band defined
within a frequency band of 5 GHz, and an ISM frequency
band that is lower than the DFS frequency band.

In detail, if the first interface unit 210 receives the broad-
cast signal from the gateway apparatus by using an ISM
frequency band higher than a DFS frequency band which is
defined within a frequency band of 5 GHz defined according
to the Wi-Fi communication protocol, the second interface
unit 220 may transmit the broadcast signal to the client device
by using an ISM frequency band lower than the DFS fre-
quency band.

If the first interface unit 210 receives the broadcast signal
from the gateway apparatus by using an ISM frequency band
lower than a DFS frequency band, which is defined within a
frequency band of 5 GHz defined according to the Wi-Fi
communication protocol, the second interface unit 220 may
transmit the broadcast signal to the client device by using an
ISM frequency band higher than the DFS frequency band.

Here, the ISM frequency band higher than the DFS fre-
quency band may refer to a frequency band between 5.725
GHz and 5.825 GHz (i.e., a frequency band of 5.8 GHz), and
the ISM frequency band lower than the DFS frequency band
may refer to a frequency band between 5.15 GHz and 5.25
GHz (i.e., a frequency band of 5.2 GHz).

Therefore, the first and second interface units 210 and 220
may transmit the broadcast signal from the gateway apparatus
100 to the client device 300 by using channels within different
frequency bands even in a frequency band of 5 GHz, which is
defined according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol.

The different frequency bands may include a lower fre-
quency band corresponding to the first interface unit 210 and
an upper frequency band corresponding to the second inter-
face unit 220. Also, the lower and upper frequency bands may
respectively include some channels within a DFS frequency
band, and some channels within a non-DFS frequency band.
The different frequency bands may include an upper fre-
quency band corresponding to the first interface unit 210 and
alower frequency band corresponding to the second interface
unit 220.

Also, the different frequency bands used by the first and
second interface units 210 and 220 may be spaced apart from
each other by the preset number of channels, or by a preset
frequency band in order to reduce inter-channel interference
with another repeater.

Frequency bands used by the first and second interface
units 210 and 220 will be described in more detail later with
reference to FIGS. 10, and 12 through 14.

If'a data signal is transmitted, the first and second interface
units 210 and 220 may relay the data signal between the
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gateway apparatus 100 and the client device 300 by using a
frequency band of 2 GHz of an ISM frequency band, i.c., a
frequency band between 2.4 GHz and 2.4835 GHz.

In the repeater 200 according to the present exemplary
embodiment, transmitting and receiving systems use chan-
nels of different frequency bands. Therefore, the repeater 200
according to the present exemplary embodiment may include
a filter, an antenna, a shield, etc., in order to remove wireless
channel interference caused by using of different channels by
the transmitting and receiving systems. This will be described
in more detail with reference to FIGS. 3 through 7.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater 200 according to another exemplary embodiment.
Referring to FIG. 3, the repeater 200 includes first and second
interface units 210 and 220 and first and second filters 215 and
225. The reference numerals of FIG. 3 are the same as those
of FIG. 2, and the corresponding components perform the
same functions. Thus, repeated detailed descriptions will be
omitted.

The first interface unit 210 is connected to a gateway appa-
ratus according to a Wi-Fi communication protocol.

The second interface unit 220 is connected to a client
device according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol.

The first and second interface units 210 and 220 may
respectively communicate with the gateway apparatus and
the client device by using different frequency bands. Here, the
different frequency bands may be respectively included in an
ISM frequency band higher than a DFS frequency band
defined within a frequency band of 5 GHz and an ISM fre-
quency band lower than the DFS frequency band. This has
been described in detail hereinabove with reference to FIG. 2.

At least one of the first and second interface units 210 and
220 may include the first and second filters 215 and 225,
which filter the different frequency bands to remove system
noise. Here, the system noise may refer to interference which
occurs from a transmitting system to a receiving system due
to the use of channels of different frequency bands.

The first filter 215 of the first interface unit 210 filters a
frequency band which is used for communication with the
gateway apparatus. For this purpose, the first filter 215 may be
realized as a band-pass filter (BPF), which is to filter only the
frequency band used by the first interface unit 210.

The second filter 225 of the second interface unit 220 filters
a frequency band which is used for communication with the
client device. For this purpose, the second filter 225 also may
berealized as a BPF, which is to filter only the frequency band
used by the second interface unit 210.

Therefore, as the transmitting and receiving systems use
channels of different frequency bands, a high output signal of
the transmitting system is induced to the receiving system,
and thus affects the receiving system as in-band noise.

In other words, if the second interface unit 220 transmits a
broadcast signal to the client device by using an ISM fre-
quency band higher than a DFS frequency band, a part of the
transmitted broadcast signal is prevented from being induced
to the first interface unit 210. Therefore, interference in the
broadcast signal received from the gateway apparatus may be
inhibited through the first interface unit 210. Therefore, an
isolation performance of about 60 dB may be secured.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating characteristics of filters
according to an exemplary embodiment. In more detail, FIG.
4 illustrates filtering characteristics of the first and second
filters 215 and 225 if the first interface unit 210 uses channels
of'an ISM frequency band lower than a DFS frequency band,
and the second interface unit 220 uses channels of an ISM
frequency band higher than the DFS frequency band,
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For example, as shown in FIG. 4, the first filter 215 may be
realized as a BPF, which has a center frequency of 5.2 GHz
and a bandwidth of 100 MHz, to filter only an ISM frequency
band lower than the DFS frequency band. Also, the second
filter 225 may be realized as a BPF, which has a center
frequency of 5.775 GHz and a bandwidth of 100 MHz, to
filter only an ISM frequency band higher than the DFS fre-
quency band.

Accordingly, the first and second filters 215 and 225 may
remove interference between the first and second interface
units 210 and 220, respectively, using channels within differ-
ent frequency bands to filter system noise.

In the above-described exemplary embodiment, the center
frequency of the first filter 215 is 5.2 GHz, and the center
frequency of the second filter 225 is 5.775 GHz, but this is
only an exemplary embodiment. In other words, if the first
interface unit 210 uses an ISM frequency band (e.g., an upper
band) higher than a DFS frequency band, and the second
interface unit 220 uses an ISM frequency band (e.g., a lower
band) lower than the DFS frequency band, the first filter 215
may be realized as a BPF having a center frequency of 5.775
GHz, and the second filter 225 may be realized as a BPF
having a center frequency of 5.2 GHz.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater 200 according to another exemplary embodiment.
Referring to FIG. 5, the repeater 200 includes first and second
interface units 210 and 220, first and second filters 215 and
225, and first and second antennas 230 and 240. The reference
numerals of FIG. 5 are the same as those of FIGS. 2 and 3, and
the corresponding components perform the same functions.
Thus, repeated detailed descriptions will be omitted.

The first and second interface units 210 and 220 may
respectively further include at least one antennas 230 and 240
in which have resonant frequencies which are tuned to differ-
ent frequency bands.

Here, the different frequency bands may be respectively
included in an ISM frequency band higher than a DFS fre-
quency band defined within a frequency band of 5 GHz and an
ISM frequency band lower than the DFS frequency band.
Also, at least one of the first and second antennas 230 and 240
may be realized as a ceramic antenna having a Q value higher
than a preset Q value. Hereinafter, this will be described in
more detail with reference to FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating characteristics of antennas
according to another exemplary embodiment. In more detail,
FIG. 6 illustrates characteristics of the first and second anten-
nas 230 and 240 if'the first interface unit 210 uses channels of
an [SM frequency band (i.e., a lower band) lower than a DFS
frequency band, and the second interface unit 220 uses chan-
nels of an ISM frequency band (i.e., an upper band) higher
than the DFS frequency band.

For example, as shown in FIG. 6, the first antenna 230 may
be realized as a high Q ceramic antenna which has high
frequency selectivity with respect to an ISM frequency band
lower than a DFS frequency band, i.e., a frequency band
between 5.15 GHz and 5.25 GHz. The second antenna 240
may be realized as a high Q ceramic antenna which has high
frequency selectivity with respect to an ISM frequency band
higher than the DFS frequency band, i.e., a frequency band
between 5.725 GHz and 5.825 GHz.

Therefore, resonant frequencies of antennas of transmit-
ting and receiving systems may be limited. In other words,
resonant frequencies of channels may be spaced apart from
each other between the first and second interface units 210
and 220, which respectively use channels of different fre-
quency bands, thereby securing an isolation effect of about 30
dB.
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FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
repeater 200 according to another exemplary embodiment.
Referring to F1G. 7, the repeater 200 includes first and second
interface units 210 and 220, first and second filters 215 and
225, and first and second antennas 230 and 240. The repeater
200 may further include a shield which ground-shields the
first and second interface units 210 and 220, respectively. The
reference numerals of FIG. 7 are the same as those of FIGS.
2, 3 and 5, and the corresponding components perform the
same functions. Thus, repeated detailed descriptions will be
omitted.

The repeater 200 according to the present exemplary
embodiment may further include the shield which performs
ground-shielding with respect to the first and second interface
units 210 and 220, respectively. In more detail, the shield may
be formed of a conductive material such as aluminum or the
like to connect the first and second interface units 210 and 220
to the ground GND.

Therefore, high frequency noise occurring in transmitting
and receiving systems may bypass to the ground to minimize
interferences such as pattern coupling, air emission, ground
noise. As a result, an isolation effect of about 10 dB may be
secured between the first and second interface units 210 and
220 respectively using channels of different frequency bands.

In the above-described exemplary embodiment, the first
and second interface units 210 and 220 are respectively
ground-shielded to reduce interferences, but this is only an
exemplary embodiment. In other words, printed circuit board
(PCB) layers (e.g., a six-layer PCB) of the first and second
interface units 210 and 220 may be additionally shielded to
reduce interference between the first and second interface
units 210 and 220.

The repeater 200 according to the present exemplary
embodiment may secure an isolation effect of about 93 dB
between the first and second interface units 210 and 220,
which use channels of different frequency bands, by using the
first and second filters 215 and 225, the first and second
antennas 230 and 240, and the shield.

In the above-described exemplary embodiments, filters,
antennas, and shielding processing are sequentially added to
a repeater, but this is only an exemplary embodiment. There-
fore, the filters, the antennas, and the shield processing may
be individually added to the repeater, or combinations thereof
may be added to the repeater. In other words, a repeater may
be realized so as to include only filters, only antennas, or
performing only ground-shielding. Alternatively, a repeater
may be realized so as to include filters and perform ground-
shielding.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a
gateway apparatus 100 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment. Referring to FIG. 8, the gateway apparatus 100 includes
a first interface unit 110, a tuner unit 120, a signal processor
130, and a controller 140.

The interface unit 110 may be connected to a repeater
according to a Wi-Fi communication protocol. In detail, the
interface unit 110 may transmit a broadcast signal to the
repeater by using an ISM frequency band that is higher than a
DFS frequency band within a frequency band of 5 GHz
defined according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol, oran
ISM frequency band that is lower than the DFS frequency
band. For this purpose, the interface unit 110 may include a
Wi-Fi module.

Also, the interface unit 110 may be connected to at least
one client device according to the Wi-Fi communication pro-
tocol or a wired communication protocol.

In detail, the interface unit 110 may transmit the broadcast
signal to the client device by using an ISM frequency band
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that is higher than a DFS frequency band within a frequency
band of 5 GHz defined according to the Wi-Fi communication
protocol, or an ISM frequency band that is lower than the DFS
frequency band. For this purpose, the interface unit 110 may
include a Wi-Fi module.

Also, the interface unit 110 may include S-Video, compo-
nent, composite, D-Sub, Digital Visual Interface (DVI),
HDMI, or the like, to transmit the broadcast signal to the
client device via a wired connection.

The interface unit 110 may receive a channel selecting
command from the client device or the repeater. Here, the
interface unit 110 may directly receive the channel selecting
command from the client device. Also, if the interface unit
110 is connected to the client device through the repeater, the
interface unit 110 may receive the channel selecting com-
mand which is requested by the client device through the
repeater.

The tuner unit 120 receives the broadcast signal from an
external device.

In detail, the tuner unit 120 may include a plurality of
tuners (not shown) to select at least one of broadcasting
signals which are received by via a wired or a wireless con-
nection. In other words, if the channel selecting command is
input from the repeater or the client device, the tuner unit 120
may select a channel according to the channel selecting com-
mand.

For example, if commands to select channels A, B and C
are respectively input from a plurality of client devices, the
tuner unit 120 may select the broadcast signal received from
a corresponding channel from among the broadcasting sig-
nals received via a wired or a wireless connection.

Therefore, the tuner unit 120 may include the plurality of
tuners.

For example, the tuner unit 120 may include six tuners.
Here, three of the six tuners are used to select a broadcast
signal which is provided to three client devices connected to
the interface unit 110 according to the Wi-Fi communication
protocol. Also, one of the other tuners is used to select a
broadcast signal which is provided to one client device con-
nected via an HDMI connection. Another one is used to select
a broadcast signal which is provided to one client connected
via a component connection (or via a composite connection).
The other one is used to select a broadcast signal which is
stored in a storage means (e.g., a hard disk drive (HDD)) of
the gateway apparatus 100.

Here, the three client devices connected according to the
Wi-Fi communication protocol may refer to client devices
which are directly connected to the gateway apparatus 100 or
connected to the gateway apparatus 100 through the repeater.

In the above-described exemplary embodiment, the tuner
unit 120 includes six tuners, but this is only an example. In
other words, the number of client devices connected accord-
ing to the Wi-Fi communication protocol may be smaller than
3, and the number of client devices connected via a wire way
may be greater than 2. Also, the tuner unit 120 may include
two or more tuners to select a broadcast signal stored in the
gateway apparatus. Therefore, the tuner unit 120 may include
more or less than six tuners.

The tuner unit 120 may be realized to receive a broadcast
signal from an external device (e.g., an external set-top box)
which is connected through an external input unit (not
shown).

The signal processor 130 processes a broadcast signal
received through a channel selected by the tuner unit 120. In
detail, the signal processor 130 converts a broadcast signal
received through a selected channel into a Moving Picture
Experts Group-2 (MPEG-2) Transport Stream (TS) format in
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order to transmit the broadcast signal to at least one client
device which is connected according to the Wi-Fi communi-
cation protocol.

The signal processor 130 may decode the broadcast signal
having the MPEG-2 format in order to transmit the broadcast
signal to at least one client device connected according to a
wired communication protocol. For this purpose, the signal
processor 130 may include an MPEG-2 decoder.

The controller 140 controls overall operations of elements
of the gateway apparatus 100.

The controller 140 allocates Internet Protocol (IP) connec-
tions to a plurality of client devices according to the Wi-Fi
communication protocol, so as to perform wireless commu-
nications with the client devices and a repeater through the
interface unit 110 according to the Wi-Fi communication
protocol.

Also, if a channel selecting command is input from a client
device connected wirelessly, or via a repeater, the controller
140 may control the tuner unit 120 to receive a broadcast
signal from a corresponding channel and control the signal
processor 130 to convert the broadcast signal into an MPEG-2
transport stream (TS) format.

The controller 140 may also control the interface unit 110
to transmit the broadcasting signal, which is processed by the
signal processor 130, to the repeater by using a preset fre-
quency band. Here, the preset frequency band may refer to an
ISM frequency band within a frequency band of 5 GHz
defined according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol. In
detail, the preset frequency band may refer to an ISM fre-
quency band higher than a DFS frequency band within a
frequency band of 5 GHz or an ISM frequency band lower
than the DFS frequency band.

Also, the controller 140 may control the interface unit 110
to directly transmit the broadcast signal processed by the
signal processor 130 to the client device. Even in this case, the
controller 140 may transmit the broadcast signal to the client
device by using the ISM frequency band higher than the DFS
frequency band within the frequency band of 5 GHz or the
ISM frequency band lower than the DFS frequency band.

One channel may be defined to 20 GHz in the ISM {fre-
quency band or the DFS frequency band. Also, the controller
140 may transmit the broadcast signal to the repeater or the
client device through two channels, i.e., through a frequency
band of 40 GHz, by using channel bonding.

As described above, a transmission rate between 20 Mbps
and 30 Mbps are to be secured in order to provide seamless
broadcasting contents from the client device to a user. For this
purpose, the controller 140 may transmit the broadcast signal
by using a frequency band of 40 GHz and transmit the broad-
cast signal to three client devices to the maximum in order to
satisfy the transmission rate between 20 Mbps and 30 Mbps.

Ifthe controller 140 transmits a data signal to a plurality of
client devices via Ethernet, the controller 140 may control the
interface unit 110 to use a frequency band of 2 GHz used in
the Wi-Fi communication protocol. In other words, the con-
troller 140 may perform data communications with the plu-
rality of client devices by using a frequency band between 2.4
GHz and 2.4835 GHz which is an ISM frequency band within
a frequency band of 2 GHz.

If a channel selecting command is received from a client
device connected via a wired connection, the controller 140
may control the tuner unit 120 to receive a broadcast signal
from a corresponding channel. Also, the controller 140 may
control the signal processor 130 to decode the broadcast
signal having the MPEG-2 TS format and transmit the broad-
cast signal to the client device.
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In the above-described exemplary embodiment, a broad-
cast signal having an MPEG-2 TS format is decoded and then
transmitted to a client device connected via a wire. However,
this is only an exemplary embodiment. In other words, a
gateway apparatus may transmit a broadcast signal having an
MPEG-2 TS formation to a client device, which is connected
via a wire, without performing a decoding process.

The gateway apparatus 100 according to the present exem-
plary embodiment may further include a storage unit (not
shown) which stores the broadcast signal received from the
tuner unit 120. In other words, if a user command to store a
broadcast signal is input from a client device or a repeater, the
controller 140 may control the tuner unit 120 to receive a
broadcast signal of a corresponding channel through at least
one tuner of the tuner unit 120 and control the storage unit to
store the received broadcasting signal.

The storage unit performing the above-described function
may be realized as a nonvolatile memory such as an HDD, a
flash memory, an Electrically Erasable and Programmable
Read Only Memory (EEPROM), or the like.

If a command to transmit the stored broadcast signal is
received from the client device through the interface unit 110,
the controller 140 may control the signal processor 130 to
perform signal processing with respect to the broadcast signal
stored in the storage unit.

FIG. 9 is a view illustrating a method of transmitting a
broadcast signal from a gateway apparatus to a client device
through a repeater according to an exemplary embodiment.

A repeater 200 transmits a channel selecting command,
which is requested by a client device 300, to a gateway appa-
ratus 100. The gateway apparatus 100 transmits a broadcast
signal corresponding to the channel selecting command to the
repeater 200. Here, the gateway apparatus 100 may transmit
the broadcast signal in an MPEG-2 TS format.

The repeater 200 may include an STA 210 and an AP 220.
Here, the STA 210 operates to receive the broadcast signal
from the gateway apparatus 100, and the AP 220 operates to
transmit the broadcast signal received from the gateway appa-
ratus 100 to the client device 300.

The STA 210 and the AP 220 may receive the broadcast
signal from the gateway apparatus 100 and transmit the
broadcast signal to the client device 300, by using different
channels of a frequency band of 5 GHz defined according to
a Wi-Fi communication protocol.

For example, the STA 210 may receive the broadcast signal
from the gateway apparatus 100 by using an ISM frequency
band higher than a DFS frequency band within the frequency
band of 5 GHz. Also, the AP 220 may transmit the broadcast
signal to the client device 300 by using an ISM frequency
band lower than the DFS frequency band.

As another example, the STA 210 may receive the broad-
cast signal from the gateway apparatus 100 by using an ISM
frequency band lower than a DFS frequency band within a
frequency band of' 5 GHz. Also, the AP 220 may transmit the
broadcast signal to the client device 300 by using an ISM
frequency band higher than the DFS frequency band.

The client device 300 may process the broadcast signal
received from the repeater 200 and provide the processed
broadcast signal to a user.

In detail, the client device 300 may divide the broadcast
signal having the MPEG-2 TS format into an image signal, an
audio signal, and additional information and perform signal
processing with respect to the image and audio signals. In
other words, the client device 300 may perform signal pro-
cessing, such as video decoding, video format analyzing,
video scaling, audio decoding, or the like, with respect to the
image and audio signals.
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The client device 300 may provide the signal-processed
broadcast signal to the user through a display unit (not shown)
and an audio output unit (not shown) which are installed in the
client device 300.

In the above-described exemplary embodiment, the
repeater 200 is directly connected to the client device 300, but
this is only an example. The repeater 200 and the client device
200 may be connected to each other through another repeater
according to another exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a table illustrating channels used for wireless
communications in an ISM frequency band according to an
exemplary embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 10, a gateway apparatus, a repeater, and
aclient device may transmit and receive a broadcast signal by
using a frequency band (between 5.725 GHz and 5.825 GHz)
higher than a DFS frequency band within a frequency band of
5 GHz and a frequency band (between 5.15 GHz and 5.25
GHz) lower than the DFS frequency band.

In other words, a first interface unit of the repeater, which
receives the broadcast signal from the gateway apparatus,
may use a lower frequency band between 5.15 GHz and 5.25
GHz corresponding to the first interface unit. A second inter-
face unit of the repeater, which transmits the broadcast signal
to the client device, may use an upper frequency band
between 5.725 GHz and 5.825 GHz corresponding to the
second interface unit. Therefore, channels used by the first
and second interface units may be spaced apart from each
other by the preset number or a preset frequency band,
thereby reducing inter-channel interference occurring
between the first and second interface units.

In each of the upper and lower frequency bands, 20 MHz is
defined as one channel. Therefore, if a guard band of each of
the upper and lower frequency bands is excluded, the lower
frequency band includes 4 channels, and the upper frequency
band includes 5 channels. In other words, the lower frequency
band includes channels Ch. 36 (hereinafter, a specific channel
may be abbreviated as “Ch.”’ (e.g., “Ch. 40”)), Ch. 40, Ch. 44,
Ch. 48 which respectively have bandwidths of 20 MHz and
center frequencies 5180 MHz, 5200 MHz, 5220 MHz, and
5240 MHz. Also, the upper frequency band includes channels
Ch. 149, Ch. 153, Ch. 157, Ch. 161 and Ch. 165 which
respectively have bandwidths of 20 MHz and center frequen-
cies 5745 MHz, 5765 MHz, 5785 MHz, 5800 MHz, and 5825
MHz.

According to an exemplary embodiment, as described
above, a broadcast signal transmitted from a gateway appa-
ratus to arepeater or a client device is to secure a transmission
rate of a minimum of 60 Mbps in order to provide seamless
digital broadcasting to three client devices to the maximum
extent by wireless communications. Therefore, the gateway
apparatus, the repeater, and the client device may bind two
adjacent channels within an upper or lower frequency band to
use a bandwidth of 40 MHz in order to transmit and receive a
broadcasting signal.

Inother words, as shown in FIG. 10, two adjacent channels,
i.e., channels 36 and 40 or channels 44 and 48, may be used in
alower frequency band, and two adjacent channels, i.e., chan-
nels 149 and 153 or channels 157 and 161 may be used in an
upper frequency band.

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating an inter-channel interference
which may occur if two repeaters having diftferent channels
are used.

As described with reference to FIG. 10, a gateway appara-
tus, a repeater, and a client device bind two adjacent channels
within an upper or lower band to use a bandwidth of 40 MHz
in order to transmit and receive a broadcasting signal. There-
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fore, if a broadcasting transmitting system simultaneously
uses two or more repeaters, interference may occur between
adjacent channels.

For example, as shown in FIG. 11, a repeater 200-1
receives a broadcast signal from a gateway apparatus 100-1
by using channels Ch. 36 and Ch. 40 and transmits the broad-
cast signal to client devices 300-1 and 300-2 by using chan-
nels Ch. 157 and Ch. 161. A repeater 200-2 receives a broad-
cast signal from a gateway apparatus 200-2 by using channels
Ch. 149 and Ch. 153 and transmits the broadcast signal to
clients 300-3 and 300-4 by using channels Ch. 44 and Ch. 48.

In this case, the repeater 200-1 and the gateway apparatus
100-1, and the repeater 200-2 and the client devices 300-3 and
300-4 use adjacent channels. Also, the repeater 200-1 and the
client devices 300-1 and 300-2, and the repeater 200-2 and the
gateway apparatus 100-2 use adjacent channels. Therefore,
interference may occur between the adjacent channels.

In order to solve this problem, a repeater according to an
exemplary embodiment may receive and transmit a broadcast
signal by using a frequency band other than an ISM frequency
band, i.e., a DFS frequency band. A repeater according to an
exemplary embodiment will now be described in more detail
with reference to FIGS. 12 through 14.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed structure
of a repeater 200 according to another exemplary embodi-
ment. Referring to FIG. 12, the repeater 200 includes first and
second interface units 210 and 220, a signal detector 250, and
a controller 260. The same reference numerals of FIG. 12 as
those of FIGS. 2, 3 and 5 perform the same functions, and thus
repeated detailed descriptions will be omitted.

The first and second interface units 210 and 220 may com-
municate with a gateway apparatus and a client device,
respectively, by using channels of a particular frequency band
defined according to a Wi-Fi communication protocol. Here,
the particular frequency band may refer to an ISM frequency
band within a frequency band of 5 GHz defined according to
the Wi-Fi communication protocol.

The signal detector 250 may detect frequency usage states
of'the particular frequency band and another frequency band.
In detail, the signal detector 250 may detect whether an ISM
frequency band and a DFS frequency band are used by
another device, according to whether signals are received
from an ISM frequency band and a DFS frequency band
within a frequency band of 5 GHz defined according to the
Wi-Ficommunication protocol. Here, the another device may
include another repeater, a military radar, a weather radar, a
radio navigation radar, a satellite radar, etc.

If the frequency usage state is detected in the particular
frequency band, the controller 260 may control at least one of
the first and second interface units 210 and 220 to use chan-
nels of the particular frequency band and the another fre-
quency band.

Here, the particular frequency band may include a lower
frequency band corresponding to the first interface unit 210,
and the another frequency band may include an upper fre-
quency band corresponding to the second interface unit 220.
Also, the lower and upper frequency bands may respectively
include some channels of a DFS frequency band and some
channels of a non-DFS frequency band.

Alternatively, the particular frequency band may include
an upper frequency band corresponding to the first interface
unit 210, and the another frequency band may include a lower
frequency band corresponding to the second interface unit
220. Again, the lower and upper frequency bands may respec-
tively include some channels of a DFS frequency band and
some channels of a non-DFS frequency band.
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In addition, different frequency bands respectively used by
the first and second interface units 210 and 220 may be spaced
apart from each other by the preset number of channels or a
preset frequency band in order to reduce inter-channel inter-
ference with another repeater.

In detail, the particular frequency band may refer to an ISM
frequency band within a frequency band of 5 GHz defined
according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol, and the other
frequency band may refer to a DFS frequency band within a
frequency band 5 GHz defined according to the Wi-Fi com-
munication protocol.

Also, if the frequency usage state is detected in the particu-
lar frequency band, the controller 260 may control at least one
of the first and second interface units 210 and 220 to use
channels which use a frequency band spaced apart from a
frequency band used by channels of the particular frequency
band.

If the signal detector 230 detects a signal which uses a
frequency within the other frequency band, the controller 260
may restrict the first and second interface units 210 and 220 to
using of the frequency band used by the signal. In other
words, the controller 260 may control at least one of the first
and second interface units 210 and 220 to use channels which
are not used by another device in a DFS frequency band. The
above-described operation of the controller 260 will be
described in more detail with reference to FIG. 13.

The first and second interface units 210 and 220 may
respectively further include at least one BPF which filters a
particular frequency band and another frequency band,
respectively.

Also, the first and second interface units 210 and 220 may
respectively include at least one antenna having a resonant
frequency which is tuned through channels of the particular
frequency band and channels of the another frequency band.

Here, the particular frequency band may refer to an ISM
frequency band within a frequency band of 5 GHz defined
according to the Wi-Fi communication protocol, and the
another frequency band may refer to a DFS frequency band
within a frequency band of 5 GHz defined according to the
Wi-Fi communication protocol.

The repeater 200 may further include a shield which
ground-shields the first and second interface units 210 and
220.

These exemplary embodiments are as described in detail
with reference to FIGS. 3 through 7.

FIG. 13 shows tables (a) and (b) comparing channels used
for wireless communications in an ISM frequency band, and
channels used for wireless communications in an ISM fre-
quency band and a DFS frequency band according to an
exemplary embodiment. The table (a) of FIG. 13 illustrates
channels used for wireless communications in an ISM fre-
quency band as described with reference to FIG. 10.

The table (b) of FIG. 13 illustrates channels used for wire-
less communications in an ISM frequency band and a DFS
frequency band. As shown table (b) of FIG. 13, a gateway
apparatus, a repeater, and a client device may receive and
transmit a broadcast signal by using an ISM frequency band,
i.e., frequency bands between 5.15 GHz and 5.25 GHz, and
between 5.725 GHz and 5.825 GHz, a DFS frequency band,
i.e., a frequency band between 5.25 GHz and 5.725 GHz.

The controller 260 may control the first and second inter-
face units 210 and 220 to use channels Ch. 52, Ch. 56, Ch. 60,
Ch. 64, Ch. 124, Ch. 128, Ch. 136, and Ch. 140 which respec-
tively have a bandwidth of 20 MHz and center frequencies
5260 MHz, 5280 MHz, 5300 MHz, 5320 MHz, 5620 MHz,
5640 MHz, 5680 MHz, and 5700 MHz.
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Therefore, a first interface unit of a repeater, which receives
a broadcast signal from a gateway apparatus, may use lower
frequency bands between 5.15 GHz and 5.25 GHz and
between 5.25 GHz and 5.30 GHz corresponding to the first
interface unit. Also, a second interface unit of the repeater,
which transmits the broadcast signal to a client device, may
use frequency bands between 5.610 GHz and 5.650 GHz,
between 5.670 GHz and 5.710 GHz, and between 5.25 GHz
and 5.72 5 GHz corresponding to the second interface unit. In
other words, lower and upper frequency bands may include
some channels of a DFS frequency band and some channels
of'a non-DFS frequency band.

For example, the first interface unit 210 may receive a
broadcast signal from a gateway apparatus by using channels
Ch.36 and Ch. 40 of an ISM frequency band lower thana DFS
frequency band. Also, the second interface unit 220 may
transmit the broadcast signal to a client device by using chan-
nels Ch. 149 and Ch. 153 of an ISM frequency band upper
than the DFS frequency band.

Ifausage state of the ISM frequency band is detected in this
case, i.e., another repeater uses channels Ch. 44 and Ch. 48,
and channels Ch. 157 and Ch. 161, the controller 260 may
control at least one of the first and second interface units 210
and 220 to use a DFS frequency band.

In more detail, the controller 260 may control at least one
of the first and second interface units 210 and 220 to use
channels, which are spaced apart from channels used by
another repeater, from among other channels defined within
the DFS frequency band. In the above-described example, the
controller 260 may control the first interface unit 210 to use
channels Ch. 60 and Ch. 64 in the DFS frequency band and
control the second interface unit 220 to use channels Ch. 136
and Ch. 140 in the DFS frequency band.

Therefore, channels spaced apart from channels used by
another repeater may be used, thereby minimizing adjacent
channel interference.

If another device uses channels Ch. 136 and Ch. 140 in a
DFS frequency band, the controller 260 may control the sec-
ond interface unit 220 to limit usage of channels used by the
another device and to use channels Ch. 124 and Ch. 128.

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a method of excluding an
adjacent channel interference according to an exemplary
embodiment. As shown in FIG. 14, if two or more repeaters
are used, a repeater according to an exemplary embodiment
may use a frequency band which is spaced apart from a
frequency band used by another repeater by the preset number
of channels, or a preset frequency band, in order to reduce
channel interference with the other repeater.

In other words, in order to exclude adjacent channel inter-
ference, some channels Ch. 52 and Ch. 56 of a DFS frequency
band may be used to minimize adjacent channel interference
with another repeater.

FIG. 15 is a view schematically illustrating a method of
transmitting a broadcast signal among a gateway apparatus, a
repeater, and a client device according to an exemplary
embodiment. As shown in FIG. 15, a client device 300-3 is
positioned in a shadow area, i.e., a region in which a trans-
mission rate of a broadcast signal between a gateway appa-
ratus 100 and the client apparatus 300-3 is lower than 20
Mbps or 30 Mbps, may receive the broadcast signal amplified
by the repeater.

FIG. 16 is a view schematically illustrating a method of
transmitting a broadcast signal among a gateway apparatus, a
repeater and a client device according to an exemplary
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 16, a gateway apparatus 100 receives a
broadcast signal and a data signal from an external device and
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transmits the broadcast signal and the data signal to a repeater
200 and a plurality of client devices 300-1, 300-2, 300-3, and
300-4 which are installed in a home.

In detail, the gateway apparatus 100 may convert a broad-
casting signal, which is received from a corresponding chan-
nel according to a channel selecting command received from
the plurality of client devices 300-1, 300-2, and 300-3, into an
MPEG-2 TS format and transmit the converted broadcast
signal by using a frequency band of 5 GHz, which is defined
according to a Wi-Fi communication protocol. The gateway
apparatus 100 may transmit the data signal by using a fre-
quency band of 2.4 GHz which is defined according to the
Wi-Fi communication protocol.

In this case, the gateway apparatus 100 may use 4x4 mul-
tiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) technology capable of
transmitting four additional streams in order to transmit the
broadcast signal and the data signal.

In order to provide seamless digital broadcasting to a user,
a broadcast signal transmitted between the client device 300
and the gateway apparatus 100 is to satisfy a fixed transmis-
sion rate between 20 Mbps and 30 Mbps, or more.

Therefore, for the client devices 300-3 and 300-4 posi-
tioned in an area in which a fixed transmission rate is difficult
to attain, the repeater 200 amplifies the broadcast signal or the
data signal received from the gateway apparatus 100 and
transmits the amplified broadcast signal or data signal to the
client devices 300-3 and 300-4.

In this case, the repeater 200 may differently operate a first
channel which receives the broadcast signal from the gateway
apparatus 100, and a second channel which transmits the
broadcast signal to the client device 300-3.

In detail, the repeater 200 may receive the broadcast signal
from the gateway apparatus 100 by using an ISM frequency
band higher than a DFS frequency band within a frequency
band of 5 GHz and transmit the broadcast signal to the client
device 300 by using an ISM frequency band lower than the
DEFS frequency band.

In this case, the repeater 200 may include a BPF, a high Q
ceramic antenna, and a shield in order to reduce interference
which occurs when transmitting the broadcast signal by using
different channels.

In the above-described exemplary embodiment, the
repeater 200 receives the broadcast signal from the gateway
apparatus 100 by using the ISM frequency band higher than
the DFS frequency band and transmits the broadcast signal to
the client device 300 by using the ISM frequency band lower
than the DFS frequency band. However, this is only an
example. In other words, the repeater 200 may receive the
broadcast signal from the gateway apparatus 100 by using an
ISM frequency band lower than a DFS frequency band and
transmit the broadcast signal to the client device 300 by using
an ISM frequency band higher than the DFS frequency band.

Also, if two or more repeaters are used, the repeater 200
may use a channel, which is spaced apart from transmitting
and receiving channels used by another repeater, by using the
DEFS frequency band.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating a method of relaying a
broadcast signal between a gateway apparatus and a client
device according to an exemplary embodiment.

In operation S1610, a broadcast signal is received from a
gateway apparatus by using a preset frequency band.

In operation S1620, the broadcast signal is transmitted to a
client device by using a frequency band different from the
preset frequency band.

Here, the preset frequency band and the different frequency
band may be included in an ISM frequency band within a
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frequency band of 5 GHz, which is defined according to a
Wi-Fi communication protocol.

In detail, the preset frequency band may be included in an
ISM frequency band higher than a DFS frequency band
defined within a frequency band of 5 GHz, and the different
frequency band may be included in an ISM frequency band
lower than the DFS frequency band. Also, the preset fre-
quency band may be included in an ISM frequency band
lower than a DFS frequency band defined within a frequency
band of 5 GHz, and the different frequency band may be
included in an ISM frequency band higher than the DFS
frequency band.

The present inventive concept can also be embodied as
computer readable codes on a computer readable recording
medium. The computer readable recording medium is any
data storage device that can store data which can be thereafter
read by a computer system. Examples of the computer-read-
able recording medium include read-only memory (ROM),
random-access memory (RAM), CD-ROMs, magnetic tapes,
floppy disks, optical data storage devices, etc. The computer-
readable recording medium can also be distributed over net-
work coupled computer systems so that the computer read-
able code is stored and executed in a distributed fashion.

The foregoing exemplary embodiments are merely exem-
plary and are not to be construed as limiting the present
inventive concept. The exemplary embodiments can be
readily applied to other types of apparatuses. Also, the
description of the exemplary embodiments is intended to be
illustrative, and not to limit the scope of the claims, and many
alternatives, modifications, and variations will be apparent to
those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:
1. A repeater comprising:
a first interface unit configured to be connected to a gate-
way apparatus via a Wi-Fi communication protocol over
a channel in a first frequency band, the first interface
comprising a first filter configured to filter the first fre-
quency band to reduce signal noise from frequencies
outside of the first frequency band; and
a second interface unit configured to be connected to a
client device via the Wi-Fi communication protocol over
a channel in a second frequency band, the second inter-
face comprising a second filter configured to filter the
second frequency band to reduce signal noise from fre-
quencies outside of the second frequency band,

wherein the first frequency band is a different frequency
band from the second frequency band,

wherein the first and the second frequency bands are

spaced apart from each other by a preset number of
channels or a preset frequency band, and

wherein one of the first frequency band and the second

frequency band comprises a frequency band higher than
a dynamic frequency selection (DFS) frequency band
and the other one of the first frequency band and the
second frequency band comprises a frequency band
lower than the DFS frequency band.

2. The repeater as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
frequency band comprises a lower frequency band and the
second frequency band comprises an upper frequency band.

3. The repeater as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first and
the second frequency bands are in an Industrial, Scientific and
Medical (ISM) frequency band.

4. The repeater as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
frequency band comprises a lower frequency band and the
second frequency band comprises an upper frequency,
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wherein the lower and upper frequency bands respectively
comprise channels of the dynamic frequency selection
(DFS) frequency band and channels of a non-DFS fre-
quency band.

5. The repeater as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first and
the second frequency bands are respectively in an Industrial,
Scientific and Medical (ISM) frequency band higher than the
DFS frequency band defined within a frequency band of 5
GHz and an ISM frequency band lower than the DFS fre-
quency band.

6. The repeater as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first filter
comprises at least one band-pass filter.

7. The repeater as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
interface unit further comprises at least one first antenna
which has a resonant frequency tuned to the first frequency
band, and

wherein the second interface unit further comprises at least

one second antenna which has a resonant frequency
tuned to the second frequency band.

8. The repeater as claimed in claim 7, wherein:

the first and the second frequency bands are respectively in

an Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) frequency
band higher than the DFS frequency band defined within
a frequency band of 5 GHz and an ISM frequency band
lower than the DFS frequency band; and

the first antenna is a ceramic antenna having a Q value

greater than a preset Q value.
9. The repeater as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a
shield configured to ground-shield the first and second inter-
face units.
10. A repeater comprising:
first and second interface units respectively configured to
communicate with a gateway apparatus and a client
device via channels within a first frequency band and
second frequency band which is defined according to a
Wi-Fi communication protocol,

wherein the first interface unit comprises a first filter con-
figured to filter the first frequency band to reduce signal
noise from frequencies outside of the first frequency
band, and the second interface unit comprises a second
filter configured to filter the second frequency band to
reduce signal noise from frequencies outside of the sec-
ond frequency band, and

wherein the first frequency band is a different frequency

band from the second frequency band;

a signal detector configured to detect a frequency usage

state of the particular frequency band; and

a controller configured to control, when the frequency

usage state of the particular frequency band detected by
the signal detector indicates that the particular frequency
band is being used, at least one of the first and second
interface units to use channels of the respective first and
second frequency bands, wherein the first and second
frequency bands are different from the particular fre-
quency band,

wherein the first and the second frequency bands are

spaced apart from each other by a preset number of
channels or a preset frequency band, and

wherein one of the first frequency band and the second

frequency band comprises a frequency band higher than
a dynamic frequency selection (DFS) frequency band
and the other one of the first frequency band and the
second frequency band comprises a frequency band
lower than the DFS frequency band.

11. The repeater as claimed in claim 10, wherein the signal
detector is further configured to detect a frequency usage state
of' the first and second frequency bands, and



US 9,178,602 B2

21

wherein when the signal detector detects a signal which
uses a frequency within the first or second frequency
bands, the controller is further configured to control the
respective first and second interface units to use a fre-
quency band of the signal.

12. The repeater as claimed in claim 10, wherein:

the second frequency band is in an Industrial, Scientific and

Medical (ISM) frequency band within a frequency band
of'5 GHz defined according to the Wi-Fi communication
protocol; and

the first frequency band is in the DFS frequency band

within a frequency band of 5 GHz defined according to
the Wi-Fi communication protocol.

13. The repeater as claimed in claim 10, wherein each of
the first and the second filter comprise at least one band-pass
filter.

14. The repeater as claimed in claim 10, wherein each of
the first interface unit further comprises at least one first
antenna which has a resonant frequency tuned to channels of
the first frequency band, and

wherein the second interface unit further comprises at least

one second antenna which has a resonant frequency
tuned to channels of the second frequency band.

15. The repeater as claimed in claim 10, further comprising
a shield configured to ground-shield the first and second
interface units.

16. A method of controlling a repeater which communi-
cates with a gateway apparatus via a first Wi-Fi connection,
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and which communicates with at least one client device via a
second Wi-Fi connection, the method comprising:

filtering over a first bandwidth of a first frequency band
centered on a first center frequency to reduce signal
noise from frequencies outside of the first frequency
band;

filtering over a second bandwidth of a second frequency
band centered on a second center frequency to reduce
signal noise from frequencies outside of the second fre-
quency band;

receiving a broadcast signal from the gateway apparatus,
wherein the broadcast signal is received over the first
frequency band via the first Wi-Fi connection; and

transmitting the received broadcast signal to a client device
from among the at least one client device over a second
frequency band via the second Wi-Fi connection,

wherein the first frequency band is a different frequency
band from the second frequency band, and

wherein the first and the second frequency bands are
spaced apart from each other by a preset number of
channels or a preset frequency band, and

wherein one of the first frequency band and the second
frequency band comprises a frequency band higher than
a dynamic frequency selection (DFS) frequency band
and the other one of the first frequency band and the
second frequency band comprises a frequency band
lower than the DFS frequency band.
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